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nothing but armed resistance could now save them from the fate
which had overtaken their comrades in Germany.

On the 13th February, 1934, Socialists in Linz resisted an attempt
of Heimwehr auxiliary police to search their headquarters for arms,
and the police, with military reinforcements, finally took the premises
by storm after hard fighting. As soon as the news that fighting was
in progress reached Vienna, the electric power supply was cut off as
a signal for a general strike,1 and further attempts by the police to
search Socialist premises for arms led to active resistance. Within
a few hours a civil war was in progress in the working-class districts
of Vienna, where the Socialists barricaded themselves into the
enormous blocks of flats which represented one of the principal
achievements of the Social Democratic municipality of Vienna.
Troops were called out to support the police and the members of
the Heimwehr and other cpatriotic5 associations (such as the Ost-
maxkische Sturmscharen, the Freiheitsbund, and the Christlich-
Deutsche Turnerbund) who were acting as auxiliary police. The
Socialist defence was finally broken down by artillery fire. The
fighting in Vienna and its outskirts continued until the morning of
the 15th February; and after the Socialists had been driven from
their last stronghold in the industrial suburb of Floridsdorf, they
made another stand in the open country to the south of the city.
Heavy fighting was also reported from Linz and from other pro-
vincial centres such as Graz and Steyr during the 12th-14th February.
On the 15th many Socialists who had taken part in the fighting in
Vienna surrendered in response to an offer of an amnesty to those
who gave up their arms; and by the evening of that day organized
resistance had been abandoned practically everywhere and the
Government were able to announce that order had been restored.
Occasional skirmishes continued to occur during the next few days,
but these were not of a serious nature. The official estimate of the
losses during the fighting gave 102 killed and 319 wounded in the
Government forces and 193 killed and 493 wounded among the
Socialists; but it was generally believed that the civilian losses had
in fact been much heavier than was admitted.2

On the 12th February the Government issued a statement declaring
that the Socialists had been preparing for a general strike and for

1  On the 9th February the Socialist headquarters had replied to rumours
that the Eeimwehr were demanding the prohibition of the Social Democrat
Party and the occupation of the Vienna City Hall by announcing that any
such action would be the signal for a general strike.

2  Socialist estimates had given the number of their dead as not less than
1,500 by the evening of the 13th February.